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SUBJ: VISIT TO PRAGUE BY FRG ECONOMICS MINISTER 

1. AT DECEMBER 16 NATO POLADS MEETING, FRG REP (CITRON) REPORTED 
ON CONVERSATION BETWEEN ERG ECONOMICS MINISTER FRIDERICHS AND 
CZECHOSLOVAK PREMIER STROUGAL DURING EORMER'S DECEMBER 1 VISIT TO 
PRAGUE. STROUGAL REPORTEDLY PORTRAYED DETENTE AS A CONTINUOUS AND 
LONG-TERM PROCESS WHICH SHOULD NOT BE IMPEDED BY TEMPORARY 
DIFEICULTIES. IT WAS THUS WRONG, STROUGAL ADDED, TO HOLD 
EXAGGERATED EXPECTATIONS OF THE IMMEDIATE BENEFITS FROM DETENTE. 
STROUGAL AFFIRMED THAT THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES HAVE NO INTEREST IN 
MAINTAINING CENTERS OE TENSION AND STRESSED THAT THE WEST SHOULD 
NOT BE TOO PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR DETENTE. 

2. RE SALT, STROUGAL SAID THAT HIS IMPRESSION WAS THAT, DESPITE 
DIFEICULTIES IN NEGOTIATIONS, THE SOVIETS WERE STILL INTERESTED IN 
AN AGREEMENT. WHILE IT WAS UNLIKELY THIS COULD BE REACHED 

IN 1976, HE EXPECTED A SUCCESSFUL CONSLUSION WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE NEXT YEAR. BRUCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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